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1 — 1 searchable claims. 



2. Q As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
' — ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Present claims 5-7 relate to methods comprising the detection of the 
differential expression of an extremely large number of possible sets of 
genes comprising Inter! eukin-8. In fact, the claims contain so many 
possible permutations that a lack of clarity and conciseness within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a 
meaningful search of the claims impossible. Consequently, the search has 
been limited to methods comprising the detection of the differential 
expression of Interleukin-8 as such. 

Claim 18 lack clarity (Art. 6 PCT), since it relates to a pharmaceutical 
preparation defined by reference to a desirable characteristic or 
property, namely modulating IBD gene expression. An attempt is made to 
define the pharmaceutical preparation by reference to a result to be 
achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to 
render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. 

Claims 13 and 17 are directed to a method of treatment of the 
human/animal body. Normally the search would have been carried out and 
based on the alleged effects of the compounds. However, because of what 
is mentioned above, no search could be performed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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